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At the Westchester Park District 
Memorial Day Celebration I had the 
privilege to meet several veterans.  
One gentleman I got to spend 
some time with was a Navy Veteran 
berthed on the USS North Carolina, 
Mr. Angelo Grippo.  

Mr. Grippo is a long time village 
resident who was able to attend the 
Honor Tour Flight of the World War 
II Memorial in Washington D.C.  

Mr. Grippo and his daughter Marie 
were able, through the generosity 
of the honor flight donations, to 
be part of the one day whirlwind 
experience.  Mr. Grippo told me 
about his 3 a.m. flight, the royal 
treatment he received at Midway 
Airport, sailors snapping to 
attention in his honor, the Andrew 
Sisters songs that were sung by a 
group of gals who allowed him to 
reminisce of a time in his life he 
will never forget.  

As I listened to his experience I 
could see in his eyes the pleasure he 
had in attending such a meaningful 
trip. 

To Angelo and all the veterans of 
all of our conflicts past and present 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE.  
For more information contact 
Honor Flight Tour at 1-937-521-
2400 or www.honorflight.org

Nick Steker                         

Position:  Village Trustee

Professional Experience:  Firefighter 
Village of Franklin Park since 1999.

Personal Background:  32 years old, 
lifelong resident and member of Divine 
Infant Parish.  

Was there moment when you 
realized you wanted to run for 
office?  

I have been involved in the 
community at the Village level since I 
was 21.  I served on the Zoning Board 
of Appeals and as a Fire and Police 
Commissioner.   I was also the Vice-
President of the Westchester Public 
Library for a four-year term.   Public 
service has always been very dear to 
me and I made a career out of it as 
well by becoming a firefighter.  

Reflections on my years in 
office: 

I feel that this current Board 
has worked well together.   The 

combination of the experience of 
the veteran trustees along with the 
fresh ideas of the newly elected 
members of the Board has really 
made an impact.  Our meetings seem 
to never end, but the number of 
items that this Board has tackled has 
been amazing.  I did not expect it to 
be this exciting.

Elected Official Philosophy:  
Don’t expect to have all the 

answers or know everything about 
Village government.  This is a never-
ending learning process.   Put the 
right professional people in the right 
positions in order to get the job 
done.  

Goals as a Trustee: 
Streets!!!   I would like nothing 

more than to see as many streets 
resurfaced as possible during my 
term as Trustee.   Our infrastructure 
is one of the vital components to our 
community.   Additionally, I would 
like us to maintain our strong public 
safety services to this community.  
Many towns have cut public safety 
and public works projects.   I would 
do my best to see that does not 
happen here.  

Upcoming Events-things to watch 
for:  The street projects beginning in 
Fall and the Westchester Fest.

What is the best part about 
being an elected official?  

Being able to impact such a large 
group of residents and knowing that 

people are counting on you to help 
shape the future of their Village.

What is one downside to being 
an elected official?  

Realizing that you cannot please 
everyone no matter how hard you try.  
Sometimes difficult decisions have to 
be made for the better of the whole.  
All you can do is what you believe is 
the best thing for the community as 
a whole.

What advice would you to give 
to someone who wants to get 
involved in politics? 

 Get involved!  There are a number 
of Commissions and Boards that we 
have here in Westchester that require 
nothing more than a willingness to 
be involved.   Mayor Pulia has done 
a fantastic job recruiting a diverse 
number of individuals who have 
done a marvelous job serving the 
Board in an advisory role.   It gives 
you an opportunity to understand 
how your government works and 
gives you a louder voice.  Don’t ever 
be intimidated to get involved.  This 
is YOUR Village.

Honor Tour Flight  
Of World War II Memorial in the public works department and 

began picking up branches, directing 
traffic, blocking off streets, driving a 
dump truck, and doing whatever it 
took to put a dent in a very massive 
clean- up effort.  Trustees Novak 
and Sloan returned and in addition 
to being ambassadors to the Village, 
rolled up their sleeves and tackled 
the downed trees and branches as 
well.

Sunday, Father’s Day, brought the 
return of personnel to tackle just as 
much debris as we had picked-up 
the day before.  I worked with one 
of our seasonal staff, Roosevelt as 
we concentrated our effort north of 
Roosevelt Road while other personnel 
fanned out across the town.  Although 
it appeared the “THUNDERSTORM” 
had struck and done extensive 
damage along Westchester Blvd, trees 
were uprooted in every section of 
Westchester with precarious hanging 
branches on just about every street. 

Power had not been restored to the 
Drury Lane area due to a downed 
telephone pole containing two 
transformers along Roosevelt Road 
near the Addison Creek.  The pole was 
broken off at its base and in falling 
took with it a number of power 
lines running parallel to the rail 
road tracks along Drury Lane.  Until 
approximately 7 p.m.  Monday night 
the residents in this area were without 
power causing an untold amount of 

food spoilage, medical problems and 
angst for the residents.  I can assure 
you that Commonwealth Edison 
crews were working extremely hard 
to correct this problem.  Estimates 
are that 530,000 ComEd customers 
were initially without power.  I 
personally had several conversations 
with our ComEd representative 
Fabiola, who personally came to the 
Village Hall, called, and e-mailed as 
to the progress ComEd was making.  
Unfortunately, the power lines in 
Westchester are above ground on 
poles usually in back yards where 
the mature trees have grown tall 
and may have become weak, making 
them susceptible to break, especially 
in 70 mile hour winds.

This past Father’s Day weekend, 
I learned a lot of things.   I learned 
how to drive and work a dump truck, 
and operate a bulldozer, but most of 
all I saw an entire village working 
together.  The Village employees 
exemplified what I believed was 
giving exemplified service to the 
residents.  They were doing all the 
right things to get us through.  I 
saw neighbors extending electric 
cords across the street, resident 
volunteers tossing branches in our 
dump and pickup trucks, sweeping 
curbs and gutters, raking and picking 
up debris.  I could not have been 
prouder of the way we tackled this 
“THUNDERSTORM.”  

THUNDERSTORM Continued from page 23


