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Patrick Casey

Position:  Elected Village Trustee 
April 1997 – May 2005; Re-elected 
April 2007 – present

Professional Experience:  25+ years 
in mfg / distribution management, 
Precision Brand Products, Downers 
Grove, Purchasing Manager:  2005 – 
present; Natl. Sales Manager:  1986 
– 2005

Personal Background: 	 M y 
family moved to Westchester in 1959.  
I have been married for the past 27 
years to my wife Ronny.  

Our son Kevin is a 2nd year med 
student at Loyola’s Stritch School of 
Medicine, Maywood.  This past May 
he married Courtney Hildenbrand of 
Roselle and we are happy to welcome 
her into the Casey family.  

Our daughter Colleen is a 
sophomore at Illinois State University, 
Bloomington-Normal studying 
Communications and Television 
Production.   

Over the past 20+ years I have 
coached and actively supported 
Westchester Baseball, Girl’s Softball, 
and Raiders Football. 

 I am a past board member of the 
Divine Infant School Board, Officer 
of the Divine Infant Men’s Club, as 
well as member of the Community 
Image Council and Westchester 
Lion’s Club.   

Was there moment when you 
realized you wanted to run for 
office?  

In ‘94 a neighbor approached me 
about seeking village help to pave an 
alley alongside our properties.  

We began attending village board 
meetings where we got a firsthand 
view of government in action.  

A few years later I was approached 
by then Trustee Dave Ricordati, who 
suggested I consider a run for his 
seat as he prepared to conclude his 
term of office. 

 I saw the opportunity to become 
better informed as well as a way to 
give back to the community in which 
I was raised.  

Reflections on many years in 
office:

It doesn’t seem possible that I’ve 
served the village for going on 12 
years.  In that time I’ve served with 
three different Presidents, twelve 
different Trustees, and two different 
Clerks.

Their leadership styles are 
admittedly varied from brash 

and impertinent to demure and 
thoughtful.  We have had our 
disagreements, we have found 
common ground, we’ve experienced 
more success than setbacks, we have 
met dozens of new friends, we’ve lost 
sleep and friendships over difficult 
decisions not always understood by 
the general public, we have helped 
those in need.

  Through it all, and with few 
exceptions, I have found we are all 
on the board for the same reasons; 
because we care about Westchester, 
our neighbors, our businesses, and 
the lifestyle we have all grown to 
love in this community.  

We are here to serve to the best 
of our abilities until such time as we 
step aside or the voters decide it’s 
time to make a change.

Elected Official Philosophy
Character really does matter.  

Integrity should never be an 
“option”.  We are entrenched in what 
can easily be identified as the most 
embarrassing and unscrupulous 
county and state government in the 
country and if people don’t think it 
can trickle down to townships and 
local municipalities, think again.    

Since my first campaign, voters 
have expressed their desire to see 
honest politicians in office.  

Only later did I find that for some, 
this only extended to the point in 
which they could personally benefit 
from a dishonest one.   

To be completely clear; this is not 
an indictment of every voter or all 
politicians, but pay to play politics, 
sweetheart deals, patronage hiring, 
using tax dollars to do work on 
private property, and a host of other 
unethical and sometimes illegal 
behavior is more widespread in all 

levels of government than people can 
fathom.  It is costing us all millions. 

Elected officials need to be held to 
higher standards. 

 In twelve years of service, and 
with the benefit of hindsight, I’m sure 
there’s a vote or two I might have 
made differently but I’m confident 
that my actions/votes were always 
based upon what was legal, ethical, 
and in the best interests of the 
village. 

Goals as a Trustee:
To represent “all” the residents in 

the village by fairly weighing the pros 
and cons of every issue, thoroughly 
researching the subject at hand, and 
making certain our actions will serve 
the greatest good in a legally and 
fiscally responsible manner.   

Upcoming Events-things to 
watch for: 

Four years ago the board 
implemented a reserve policy for 
both our general and water funds and 
I’m pleased to say that today we are 
clearly in a better financial position 
that many of our neighboring 
communities.  

 These reserves have garnered 
compliments from outside auditors 
and accountants and have afforded 
the village the bonding ability to do 
an unprecedented number of streets 
in the next 3 – 6 months.  

We will also begin work on more 
than a million dollars in much 
needed water main reconstruction.  
The current board has continued a 
conservative approach to spending 
and saving that should help keep the 
community in good financial shape 
for years to come.	

What is the best part about 
being an elected official?  

In addition to having met so many 
incredible residents and business 
owners, it has been a chance to see 
behind the curtain of government.  
It’s a view people rarely have the 
opportunity to see and participate in 
first hand.   

Admittedly, the work can be 
frustrating when trying to accomplish 
more than revenues allow, but when 
we can do something beneficial 
for the community, it’s highly 
rewarding. 

 
What is one downside to 

being an elected official?  
The frantic phone calls from 

residents pleading with us to 
stop water from flooding their 
basements.  

Despite unprecedented efforts to 

minimize flooding over the last 4 
years there are simply some events 
that will overwhelm our capacity and 
cause damage to people’s homes.  

We can show PowerPoint 
presentations and videos, have town 
hall meetings, and sweep streets 
of debris daily.  That offers little 
comfort to a homeowner looking at 
their family photos floating across a 
basement floor when we have our 
third “100 year rain” in six months.  

Our board is highly motivated to 
see continuing improvements in 
our aging sewer system but storms 
will continue to knock out power 
to sump pumps, storms will bring 
down leaves blocking storm sewers, 
the creeks may rise to a level that 
blocks off the flow of water from our 
village, and sewer lines can collapse.  

No matter how much money or 
planning we throw at the problem, 
no matter our desire to help those in 
need, Mother Nature has a habit of 
foiling the best of efforts and good 
intentions, and that’s a bitter pill to 
swallow.

What advice would you to 
give to someone who wants to 
get involved in politics?  

I highly encourage it.  We need 
energetic fresh minds and ideas 
to keep pushing our community 
forward.  

Start small.  Get involved in your 
school or church, an athletic board, 
or community group like the Image 
Council, Lions, Aspire, or Miracles in 
Progress.  Speak with board members 
and volunteer to serve on one of 
our various village commissions like 
planning and zoning.  

We especially welcome those 
capable of bringing a particular skill 
set or knowledge to the village.

COME TO OUR MEETINGS!! 
This is where the business of your 

village is discussed and decided 
upon.  It’s a vital part of our role as 
an elected official and you will be 
well served to attend and stay up 
on all the latest topics.  We are after 
all, determining the direction of a 
“business” worth over 12 million 
dollars in receipts and expenditures.  

We understand that not everyone 
can commit the time to serve in 
public office but we still need and 
welcome your involvement.    

No elected official has a corner 
on all the good ideas so your input 
will only serve to keep everyone 
accountable and make us better at 
the job you’ve entrusted us to do.  

Please come out and be heard.

Did you know 

that you can make online requests, such as report a pot hole, report a street light out, etc…. Check it on the Village’s website www.westchester-il.org 


